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A C T S  O F  PA R L I A M E N T



• Rollback 

• Rebalancing 

• Re-regulation 

• Projects
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( M A N I F E S T O / A G R E E M E N T )  R O L L B A C K

• Repeal of ID cards legislation (Identity Documents Act 
2010) 

• Protection of Freedoms Act 2012 (CCTV, DNA, RIPA, 
FOIA amendments) 

• Miscellaneous, e.g. WTA amendments in Enterprise & 
Regulatory Reform Act 

• Deregulation Bill, s 55 (would repeal ss 17/18 DEA)
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• Rollback 

• Rebalancing 

• Re-regulation 

• Projects
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R E B A L A N C I N G

• Defamation Act 2013 

• CDPA amendments through SIs (Hargreaves 
implementation) 

• Privacy and Civil Liberties Board (s 46 Counter-
terrorism and Security Act 2015 - enabling provision)
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‘Trapped in the closet’  
(South Park S9E12, SPDS 2005) 9

D E FA M AT I O N  A C T  2 0 1 3



2 Live Crew, As Clean As They Wanna Be (Luke Records, 1989)
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A M E N D M E N T S  T O  C O P Y R I G H T  
D E S I G N S  &  PAT E N T S  A C T  1 9 9 8  ( B Y  S I )



xkcd #525; http://xkcd.com/525/ 11

P R I VA C Y  &  C I V I L  L I B E R T I E S  B O A R D

http://xkcd.com/525/


• Rollback 

• Rebalancing 

• Re-regulation 

• Projects
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( I N T E R N E T )  R E - R E G U L AT I O N

• Data Retention & Investigatory Powers Act 2014 (as 
amended by s 21 CTSA 2015 re MAC addresses) 

• AVMS Regulations 2014 

• Gambling (Licensing & Advertising) Act 2014 

• Criminal Justice & Courts Act 2015 

• Images of sexual assault 

• “Revenge pornography”
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Iain Green, Scotsman 10/7/2014 14

D ATA  R E T E N T I O N  &  I N V E S T I G AT O R Y  
P O W E R S  A C T  2 0 1 4



NVLA Archive, University of Essex 15

AV M S  R E G U L AT I O N S  2 0 1 4



Gibraltar Tourist Board 16

G A M B L I N G  ( L I C E N S I N G  &  
A D V E R T I S I N G )  A C T  2 0 1 4



Revenge (ABC, 2011-) 17

C R I M I N A L  J U S T I C E  &  C O U R T S  A C T  2 0 1 5



• Rollback 

• Rebalancing 
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• Projects
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B I G  P R O J E C T S

• Data (e.g. White Paper 2012; Health & Social Care Act 2012; PFA; 
data.gov.uk) 

• Jurors (Law Commission #340 (2013); CJ&C Act 2015 s 69ff) 

• Consumer law (Consumer Rights Bill - beyond transposition of Consumer 
Rights Directive, already done) 

• Creative industries tax reform (FA 2013 for TV, animation, games; FA 2014 
for theatre) 

• Local media: cross-ownership (CA amendments by SI 2011); new form of 
licensing (CA via SIs 2012) 

• Leveson?
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http://data.gov.uk
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O P E N  D ATA



Feliks Topolski, Trial by jury (1949); Government Art Collection (image BBC/Public Catalogue Foundation)

J U R I E S  ( &  C O U R T  R E P O R T I N G )



xkcd #750; http://xkcd.com/750/ 22

C O N S U M E R  L A W  &  D I G I TA L  C O N T E N T

http://xkcd.com/750/


Spacepants (Boxface, 2014) 23

C R E AT I V E  I N D U S T R Y  TA X  R E L I E F



The League of Gentlemen (BBC TV, 1999-2002) 24

L O C A L  T E L E V I S I O N



Royston Robertson  
(Reader’s Digest, December 2011) 25

L E V E S O N  /  R O YA L  C H A R T E R



O B S E R VAT I O N S
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• No major legislative project in this field (although open data as a 
project could be considered as information policy) 

• Initial libertarian urgency of Coalition agreement vs late 
enthusiasm for Internet (re)regulation 

• Impact on different industries e.g. Defamation Act, limited 
Leveson implementation, tax relief, copyright rebalancing



W H AT  N E X T ?
• Data and information 

• EU changes 

• ‘Nuisance calls’ consultation (closed 12/2014) 

• Law Commission data sharing project (scoping 
report published) 

• Long-term position of DRIP 

• Future of FOIA (Justice Committee post-
legislative report 2012) 

• Infrastructure 

• Implementation of LC Electronic 
Communications Code report (#336, 2013; was to 
be in Infrastructure Bill but separate consultation 
now underway) 

• Sharing economy (Wosskow Review, November 2014) 

• Communications Act?
27


